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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Third Report - Inquiry into Legislative Amendments to the Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [11.08 am]:  I present for tabling the third report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
the Corruption and Crime Commission entitled “Inquiry into Legislative Amendments to the Corruption and 
Crime Commission Act, 2003”.   

[See paper 1074.]  

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Since its passage through Parliament, there has been an acknowledgment that legislation as 
complex and comprehensive as the Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003 would require some 
amendments.  Both the previous and current Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime 
Commission have commented on the suggested areas of potential legislative reform.  Hindsight provides 
legislators with the ability to revisit compromises made in various amendments, some of which were made just 
weeks before the Corruption and Crime Commission came into operation on 1 January 2004.  Our committee 
believes that Parliament needs to be alerted to the possibility of amendments before the statutory three-year 
review begins.  Although legislators and Parliaments may have strong views on what the intent and meaning of 
the legislation encompasses, the independent judiciary has the right to interpret the legislation in a different 
manner.  Clearly, the recent appeal judgment in the Aboudi and Sorani case involving the Metro Night Club 
provides an impetus for us to inquire into possible amendments to the organised crime and contempt areas of the 
legislation.  We believe it is important that Parliament review legislation first mooted out of concern for the 
operation of bikie gangs to ensure that it meets the intentions of today’s changing society. 

I have included in the committee’s report the statement from the Corruption and Crime Commission that it 
believes that the legislation has been unable to achieve its purpose in tackling organised crime.  Clearly, because 
the CCC has far-reaching powers, the judiciary has interpreted these powers restrictively.  The commission 
believes that clarification of the scope of these powers through amendment will boost its ability to tackle 
organised crime.  I note the comments we have included in the report from the commissioner - 

[t]he Commission believes that the best remedy would be through legislative amendment rather than 
through intermittent and uncertain incremental adjustments achieved through the appeal process.  The 
alternative is to wait for the 3 year review due to start in January 2007 but this would see no effective 
progress in the exercise of the organised crime function until the passing of any subsequent legislation, 
which could well be delayed until into 2008. 

The committee intends to hold public hearings on this issue.  We believe that it should be dealt with in a 
transparent and open way.  We commend the commission for coming to a speedy resolution of this issue.  The 
committee has included in its report some eight recommendations from the CCC to the committee.  The 
committee wants to begin the engagement process with the community and stakeholders about potential 
amendments to the CCC act, particularly in the areas of organised crime and contempt.  The committee aims, 
before the end of this year, to present a further, more thorough report in which the CCC will set out in more 
detail the reasons for the potential amendments that it will be advocating.  The previous committee and the 
current committee have dealt with the potential for amendments to the CCC act.  All members would appreciate 
how the new legislation changes the old regime, after moving from the ACC to the CCC.  Many of the organised 
crime powers were introduced in a climate when bikie gangs needed to be looked at.  If society’s views have 
changed and the reality of criminal activity has changed, our legislation should reflect that. 
 


